HERE IS NO MO
RE extraordi :

the Thunderbi inary car in the world
since its first SE::id- Alﬁthough more than five years hat()day than
or imitated. It isei;’elt hla > ln ever been successfully Zi;llflpsej
challenged # HIE ROy JUEERSHPC U th icate
. gThu([ijcilgiacds dominance in that class i?lt l_.has seriously
very probably ihlrl tested ff)f this report was therﬁllS wirar-
the sun-roof o ¢ last, version of the current d e latest, and
ago, but has beg:llon which was first announced 2518111- It was
bird, of course 11' e lSjt’i'en on the road. The curreiir ’1Si h{:l sdfear
diﬁ@fe[’]t - ) , 18 1O C rEPIQCed iﬂ 1 unqaer-

ries, the third i 061 by a new
Ford hes al in the evolution of th . and
ways been fasci the vehicle.
1954 there ascinated by no
W Vel f

came the retraas éhe transparent plastic pancl-ooli gaﬁlgetsi In
panel, which Ctad le hardtop. Now, in 1960 }t B the | -0
Unfortunately U:CCoug_tedly is the most prac;ical ISt thlf Sliding
panel will 110; b P reliable sources, the ?C of all
is not improbble an option on the 1961 Thunder aing ot
| able that it may reappear on the nsterzlrcllj el
andard Fords.
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. The root panel on th

o150 the test car had an ac '

o guidel.ritil:;aa; Cilformed of steel and moszzsogztiélecrf t?g O'f

ok e s A 19c1i‘eat§d, when fully open, an open'a ;34

el stvrted o nches fore and aft. The panel . 3'4

dl]e EdXterior tplec O;ae:*]litggori't slot between the hcadlix;crwilztc]l

robeg s ' was relativel |

g Shar;mzcelcealet;gl}t fit. The only malfgn(i?(s)i f;nd: dWﬂeﬂ

o oo S R ation, the' panel had a tenden "o slide
position. This, of course, could bzyc:)() Shd;

, rrecte

by Tahbetger locking device
e benefit ' _
advantages of t(l)lfe the —_ root 1s that i1t affords m
ing the hot sum Cquertlble without the disadv any of the
by allowin mer, it enables quicker cooli antages. Dur-
The Thg tgapged hot air to escape ng of the interior
: underbird tested w :
option, th . fitted with :
e rep nlluge d430-cub1c-1nch V.8 th;t isﬂﬁzzgjr important
aaling actuallfain h490* Ibs.-tt. of torque at 2800 at 350 hp
and it adds v is the Lincoln V-8 adapted to th il L
mileage d some sparkle to acceleratio % L Imnderiard
ge down to 12 mpg. n, while dulllng -~
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Car of the f -

future? Testing ‘thi

N _ . g this
?z; ;)T:Aylm; t thfrd points out features Tfji |
er makes may soon follow

50 '
MOTOR TREND/SEPTEMBER 1960

The 0-60 time, for in e §

puts the y J0L INSEANCE, 13 JUSE und :
This timzh;l;ljzlrlli)lrcllllust over the line anzrir?tsetcl?: Cll]S: v
pertformance woulc;el y could be improved and th > Clas's,
v than tl;e T o_ok betfer if it had a slightly lce) car, 1n
-l 430-inch. o v:m:h whlch_it is presently equippezer axle

two-throat carburetogrmi when in the Lincoln is fitted - ith
has been mounted pees for the Thunderbird a f e
ed, which adds the measure of ac(zzf;kali-o at
ing

ability expected for such displacement

The Thunderbi
eer dhoms ;::fdfrhas never been the good handlin
The four-seater initialcl)m ) Vehlc.l e of such sporty 3PPeargﬂ e
in order to allow the YOW?S cquipb ed with softer coul s rin o
Now that air suspensio L;ltlonal installation of air sus elr)l on
has been fitted again o _been abandoned, the Thurlsd Sll(?n'
handling has improv ;mh stiffer semi-elliptic springs anzr "1{1d
Despite such 1m i measurably. | .
ber oo e feind ifovhemen‘ts, however, the Thunderbird i
slow and not precise Tlindllrfg car it should be. Steering )
hood limits visibilit | de driver's position behind the bb ¥
Such 1imitationsy an malfes control clumsy and restr'roild
Thanderbird is not aafzee P?rtICLllarly regrettable becauscmtfh.
e W — fo arge car by domestic big-car sta de
e The  wihselbase .F) ‘fact, a kind of compact car inﬂ_ _
horrer tha the Com mrs (]:ust 113 inches, actually an 1 lt;
oot ot Cert; i clt omet. Overall length 1s 205 1n EC
ioches. Width is 41/ Oiy well under the standard Ford’s Cz‘lez
8 o Thunderbirzd 111“11ches less than the standard Ford
of a compact and yet laali some of the dimensional attr-ibuti
of manecuverability asso ol gy of those same character: s
et Fron nor;iatled_wnh tbe type, this 1s not its Ztri(lzs
any standard luxury car e, for instance, nearly as costly Y
a standard low-priced F th it has quality comparable onlS o
on has always beec ord. The Thunderbird from 1its iny to
has no reputation formore than adequately powered, and < i
titton events, at least perfom.lance in any form of ,car co};zt .
styling is distinctive b nOF e hout being highly modified 'l
of line. e but certainly not notable for sheer be;lf:;
All these things the Th :
have 1s original: pugerineg s aof i
its sccret. Iit:g ll?jsl lti;ofzesﬁﬂess and newness of COEZ:;: flt‘hsioffS
and quality tha; made tt}?n any current domestic car ;he slS' .
1930’s such memorabl fe classic roadsters and _—— a:)fpl;lt
Another unique facf la)VOfltﬁ'S. o
that it is a real heavyw . hOm tbe four-seater Thunderbird 1
214 tops. about ave};a elgft for its size. Curb weight 1s n lls
15w 15 dnches o ege or passenger cars that range ?ar '
i e well %o,f overa_ll. Since the engine and trfom
mately 55 per cent of hward.m ‘the chassis, this puts oxi.
L e weight on the roné wheels, conal
’ y




