Auto Transport Companies
Things To Know Regarding Transporting A Classic Car

The vehicle will be picked up at or as close to your location as possible. These transporter trucks can be 80FT long and 13FT tall. They are, therefore, very hard to maneuver and are restricted to main roads that do not have any branches, low clearance bridges, or wires.
Most auto transport companies agree to provide a carrier to transport your vehicle as promptly as possible but cannot guarantee pick-ups or delivery on a specified date or time. That all depends on what other pick-up or deliveries have to be made enroute to your location. Please be sure to read the carrier's terms and conditions on the inspection report BEFORE you sign it.

Most carriers will have you remove all non-permanent outside mounted luggage and other racks prior to shipment. Vehicle is tendered to carrier in good running condition (unless otherwise noted) with no more than a half tank of  gas and clean enough for the driver to inspect the vehicle. Household goods are not to be placed in the vehicle for shipping. No electronic equipment, valuables, plants, live pets, alcohol, drugs, or firearms may be left in the vehicle. Classification for auto haulers does not provide for personal items inside the vehicles being transported according to FMCSA Rule 369.2. Damages, theft, fines or any liability as a result of leaving items in the vehicle are the sole responsibility of the shipper. The transport company will not be held liable for any such problems that may occur due to violation of this rule.
Trucking damage claims, although rare, are the responsibility of the assigned carrier. All carriers have confirmed cargo insurance and liability insurance. It also pays to be there to supervise the loading (if at all possible) and unloading of your vehicle. Get detailed pictures of what the car looked like prior to loading and shipping. Look for any damage to the vehicle that might be visible prior to shipping. If you find new damage to the vehicle upon delivery, have the driver annotate it on the paperwork, indicating the damages, and take pictures of the areas damaged in shipping, should that happen. Just don't sign the paperwork indicating you have received the car without annotating any damage during shipment. If you do NOT annotate any damage, the moving company might not be liable to have it repaired.

You should also have your vehicle covered by your insurance company. If, for instance, there was bad weather and a hail storm occurred. The hail damage is not covered by the carriers insurance coverage. It is considered to be an Act Of God. This is especially important if your vehicle is being transported on an open car carrier transporter. It 

could also occur during on-loading or off-loading from an enclosed carrier transporter.

If the carrier or broker is not advised that a vehicle is non-running or over-sized, extra charges will apply.
This was sent to me by one of our members. "Whoever you get, make sure they can safely load and unload a Squarebird or any Tbird. The 58-60 birds sit lower than most autos they transport and don't clear with a steep transition for the ramp.

When I relocated from AK to CT last year, I had my 59 mild custom shipped. The transporter bottomed it out at the ramp transition with the following results: crushed fuel and brake lines, dented rocker panels, custom SS exhaust crushed. Their insurance covered the cost of repair but it still cost me a complete Show/cruise season and about 100 hours to fix it.
Keep in mind that companies that have enclosed trailers usually have flat loading and unloading elevators on them that don't load/unload the cars at an angle like the open car carriers and flatbed trucks do. 
It's worth the extra effort/cost associated with someone that specializes in collectible and classic autos that's familiar with classic T-birds."

POINTS TO REMBEMBER
Vehicles must run and drive. Be clean so driver can do a GOOD INSPECTION - IF VEHICLE IS DIRTY, MINOR SCRATCHES & DENTS MAY NOT BE SEEN.  

IF THE VEHICLE IS A CONVERTIBLE YOU CAN ASK TO HAVE THEM TOP LOADED, SO NOTHING DRIPS ON THE VEHICLE DURING TRANSPORT. In fact,
if you desire your vehicle to be top loaded, ask for it. If it is bottom loaded make sure the shipper can and will cover your car completely to prevent any drippings from getting onto your car. 
I can't speak for all companies, but Rebel Yell of the DFW area tells me that there are two types of set ups inside the trucks they use. One is a SOFT set up where just a curtain goes between the various cars, separating them. The other is a HARD enclosure that will totally (my understanding) isolate them from other vehicles. I gather in a HARD 

enclosure, it will be in a enclosed box, as if you had driven it into a U-Haul van just by itself. Rebel Yell can demand the HARD enclosure and that does not cost extra. 

Normally, I have suggested not to use a broker, but this company I consider to be an exception.
When checking out these companies pay close attention to any customer comments and complaints. What they say about the services they received may help you make up your mind about which one you select or don't. 

Here are the names of some shipping companies that have moved Tbirds for our Forum members. 

 
A-1 Auto Transport.  https://www.a1autotransport.com/info/classic-car-transport.php
Alpine Transport Company is a 5 Star rated Enclosed Auto Transport Company that one of our members is currently using to move a '60 Squarebird Convertible he just bought. I have read the reviews on this company and they come very highly rated. Here is a link to their website and contact information. http://www.alpinetransportinc.com/ 
DAS Automotive Shippers. http://www.dasautoshippers.com/ Some have used them. One member had them move his Tbird from California to Florida a couple of years ago. Cost - $1,000. 

Enclosed Vehicle Transport Inc., PA.  
Transporting classic cars and motorcycles, Enclosed Vehicle Transport Inc. has door to door delivery service to the lower 48 states. They offer cargo and liability insurance, and use fully enclosed, non-stacking car shipping trailers.  (888) 827-6799

 Gigamoves - (Owned by eBay) - http://www.carsdirect.com/car-buying/how-does-ebay-car-shipping-work
http://www.gigamoves.com/about/
Horseless Carriage Carriers - Located in New Jersey, Horseless Carriage ships classic and collector autos nationwide. They specialize in enclosed transport, which offers the maximum protection for a vehicle during transport. Storage terminals are also available. https://plus.google.com/102473508361664390579/about?gl=us&hl=en
Intercity Lines - www.intercitylines.com/  This one was used by one of our members to move his '60 J-Code he bought in 2009. It is my understanding that he was very happy with the move. This company is also the one that has moved some 70 cars for Jay Leno. You can view the video that Jay made. They are one that I would certainly consider using if I were going to move a car.
 JP Logistics Company – http://www.jplogistics.net/   David Bonvillain uses JP Logistics Company to move his high end classic foreign cars. He recently used them again to move his 1960 Ford 430MEL Golde Top Tbird. He says they are top notch and fast. George runs the show and can be contacted at: George@jplogistics.net. They move cars worth millions of dollars in every load and his cars have always been very well cared for and in very good company. 
 
Passport Auto Transport - (FedEx owned) - http://www.passporttransport.com/
Rebel Yell Transport http://www.quicktransportsolutions.com/truckingcompany/texas/rebel-yell-transport-usdot-908429.php is a Broker and Transportation company in the Dallas area that moves a lot of classic cars for Thunderbirds Southwest. Lance Herrington, of Thunderbirds Southwest, has used them for quite a few years and is very pleased with their service. They can either move your car on their trucks or assign them to one of the companies they select to be trusted with your prized car. Contact Kathy Holliday at 972-264-3977 for further information. This is a company that has moved a lot of Tbirds for Lance over the years.
US Ship. www.uship.com/ Some of our members have used them and had a good experience. 

It also pays to be there to supervise the loading and unloading of your vehicle. Get detailed pictures of what the car looked like prior to loading and shipping. Look for any damage to the vehicle that might be visible prior to shipping. If you find new damage to the vehicle upon delivery, annotate it on the paperwork, indicating the damages, and take pictures of the areas damaged in shipping, should that happen. Just don't sign the paperwork indicating you have received the car without annotating any damage during shipment. If you do NOT annotate any damage, the moving company might not be liable to have it repaired.
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